
President: Marc Osten 

I came to UAA by accident, literally. I 

injured my back in 2005 and returned 

to school  in 2006. I chose to major in  

accounting, honestly, because that was 

what the tests said I was good at, and 

the future demand I saw in this field. I, 

like most people, thought accounting 

was only about numbers and money. 

Now I see a very different picture. 

There are too many fields and possi-

bilities to limit accounting to a single 

description. I am planning to graduate 

in 2010 with a BBA, Accounting  

degree. After securing employment, I 

plan to continue my education and get 

my MBA. 

Before this I was a long haul trucker, 

After over a million miles  on the road I 

decided to return home to Alaska. I 

was not born here; in fact I grew up in 

Florida. I came to Alaska in 1991 to 

work the fisheries and soon fell in love 

with the environment and the people. I 

am remarried with 3 children; a17 

year old boy that is Autistic, a 15 year 

old girl that is an honor student at 

Bartlett, and a 6 year old boy that is a 

1st grade mini-me. I am a new breeder 

ÏÆ 3ÁÉÎÔ "ÅÒÎÁÒÄȭÓȠ ÙÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÓÅÅ ÍÅ 

walking around campus with my male, 

Jigger. Stop and say Hi, he is very 

friendly and lives for attention. 

I am proud and honored to be The  
Accounting Club President. We have a 
×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ Ȭ4%!-ȭ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÏË 
forward to a very productive year. I 
took this position because I want to 
help. If you have any problems, school 
or personal, please feel free to contact 
ÍÅȢ )Æ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÈÅÌÐȟ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÆÉÎÄ 
someone who can. You can e-mail me 
privately asmao16@uaa.alaska.edu or 
the club e-mail ayacct@uaa.alaska.edu 
or just stop me when you see me. I also 
work part time in the CBPP computer 
lab. 

!ŎŎƻǳƴǘŀƴǘΩǎ 
Apprentice 

Read the newsletter to 

find out more about: 

Introduction of New 

Board Members 

Open Associate            

Positions 

Introduction of Speakers 

Upcoming Events 

Calendar of Events 

Club website: http://www.scob.alaska.edu/accountingclub.asp 

Club email: ayacct@uaa.alaska.edu 

Vice President: Ben Persinger 

Hi, my name is Ben Persinger and I 
came to UAA in spring of 2006 to get 
an Associates in Small Business Admin.  
Somewhere along the way I decided to 
pursue a Bachelors degree as well.  
Originally, I started out as a Manage-
ment major, but after taking a couple 
of Accounting classes, I found I enjoyed 
it much more than management, so I 
decided to switch to Accounting.  I am 

planning to graduate in the spring of 
2010 and will then work on earning  
my CPA license. 

In the little spare time I have, I enjoy 
renovating houses, metalworking,  
fishing, hiking, and many more things.  
I am quite encouraged with the strong 
interest in the club, and I am happy for 
the opportunity to serve on the Board 
of Directors. 
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!ŎŎƻǳƴǘŀƴǘΩǎ 
Apprentice 

I am looking forward to being on the 

accounting club board this academic 

year and am excited to see what kind 

of positive changes we can make as a 

team to better the club.  I am also  

looking forward to meeting more of 

the accounting students and hope that 

we can get more students involved in 

the club . My hobbies, when I have 

time for them, are reading, writing, 

baking/cooking, crafts, scrapbooking, 

playing board games and card games 

with friends, and visiting family out of 

state. 

 

Director of Finance: Kristina Lear 

I took my first accounting class in high 

school and enjoyed it so much that I 

took four semesters of accounting 

classes and received college credit for 

some of those classes.  I started college 

at the Mat-Su branch of UAA and 

earned my AAS, Accounting degree in 

2001.  I then moved to Anchorage to 

pursue my BBA, Accounting degree.  I 

earned my AAS, Small Business  

Management degree in 2007 and I will 

be graduating in 2009 with my BBA,  

Accounting degree.  I will be going for 

my CPA after that and hope to get 

hired by one of the major accounting 

firms in town in their tax department. 
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Facilitating 

communication between 

the community, 

administration, and 

students.  

Sponsoring various events 

that enrich the 

educational and social 

experiences of students at 

UAA.  

Helping members create a 

strong network of 

professional contacts.  

I have my hands in different things and 

really enjoy keeping busy.  Not only am I 

a student but I also enjoy crafts, music, 

and traveling.  I participate in several 

crafts fair every year around Christmas 

time.  

I am looking forward to being on the 

Accounting Club Board this year and  

meeting new and returning members.  I 

would hope that if anyone needs help or 

has questions they would feel free con-

tacting  me or stop me in the hall.  As 

part of the board I am excited for some 

of the activities that we have scheduled 

this year and hope that you students 

will be too. 

Director of Programs: Rebecca Huffman 

I am an Accounting Major here at UAA 

and this fall I will be a Junior.  I am 

planning on going into Auditing and 

hopefully be able to get a chance to 

travel and see the world.  I first got 

interested in accounting when I was 12 

when I used to help my father.  He has 

a fishing rod business and I would  

enter numbers into his books, even 

though I did not fully understand what 

I was doing.  That was when I first got 

a taste for accounting.  Now I am an 

accounting major and history minor 

here at UAA and I am looking forward 

to earning my degree from this  

university.  
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